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Chapters 15 – 16 The Jerusalem 
Council and Paul’s Second Journey

Jeremiah 12:15 But after plucking them up, I will pity them again and bring them back, each to his heritage, each to his land.

Amos 9: 11 On that day I will raise up the fallen hut of David; I will wall up its breaches, raise up its ruins, and rebuild it as in the days of old, 

12 That they may conquer what is left of Edom and all the nations that shall bear my name, say I, the LORD, who will do this. 

Isaiah 45:21 Come here and declare in counsel together: Who announced this from the beginning and foretold it from of old? Was it not I, the LORD, besides whom there is no other God? There is no just and saving God but me.
CCC 1655 Christ chose to be born and grow up in the bosom of the holy family of Joseph and Mary. The Church is nothing other than "the family of God." From the beginning, the core of the Church was often constituted by those who had become believers "together with all [their] household." When they were converted, they desired that "their whole household" should also be saved. These families who became believers were islands of Christian life in an unbelieving world.
CCC 577 At the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount Jesus issued a solemn warning in which he presented God's law, given on Sinai during the first covenant, in light of the grace of the New Covenant: 

Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets: I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law, until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven

CCC 578 Jesus, Israel's Messiah and therefore the greatest in the kingdom of heaven, was to fulfill the Law by keeping it in its all embracing detail - according to his own words, down to "the least of these commandments". He is in fact the only one who could keep it perfectly. On their own admission the Jews were never able to observe the Law in its entirety without violating the least of its precepts. This is why every year on the Day of Atonement the children of Israel ask God's forgiveness for their transgressions of the Law. The Law indeed makes up one inseparable whole, and St. James recalls, "Whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it."

CCC 579 This principle of integral observance of the Law not only in letter but in spirit was dear to the Pharisees. By giving Israel this principle they had led many Jews of Jesus' time to an extreme religious zeal. This zeal, were it not to lapse into "hypocritical" casuistry, could only prepare the People for the unprecedented intervention of God through the perfect fulfillment of the Law by the only Righteous One in place of all sinners.

CCC 580 The perfect fulfillment of the Law could be the work of none but the divine legislator, born subject to the Law in the person of the Son. In Jesus, the Law no longer appears engraved on tables of stone but "upon the heart" of the Servant who becomes "a covenant to the people", because he will "faithfully bring forth justice". Jesus fulfills the Law to the point of taking upon himself "the curse of the Law" incurred by those who do not "abide by the things written in the book of the Law, and do them", for his death took place to redeem them "from the transgressions under the first covenant".

Philippians 2: 1-11

1 If there is any encouragement in Christ, any solace in love, any participation in the Spirit, any compassion and mercy, 

2 complete my joy by being of the same mind, with the same love, united in heart, thinking one thing. 

3 Do nothing out of selfishness or out of vainglory; rather, humbly regard others as more important than yourselves, 

4 each looking out not for his own interests, but (also) everyone for those of others. 

5 Have among yourselves the same attitude that is also yours in Christ Jesus, 

6 Who,  though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. 

7 Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness;  and found human in appearance, 

8 he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross.  

9 Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, 

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,  of those in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,  to the glory of God the Father. 

