CATHECISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

GOSPEL OF MATTHEW-REFERENCES

SESSION 14- Instructions to the Twelve
2c. Notice that Jesus does not feed the people himself; his disciples pass around the bread and fish in his name—and by his power; they distribute abundance from their meagre store. Do you see a parallel to this in the Church today?

Catechism 1335: The miracles of the multiplication of the loaves, when the Lord says the blessing breaks and distributes the loaves to feed the multitude, prefigure the super abundance of this unique bread of his Eucharist. The sign of water turned into wine at Cana already announces the Hour of Jesus’ glorification. It makes manifest the fulfillment of the wedding feast in the Father’s kingdom, where the faithful will drink the new wine that has become the Blood of Christ.

7b. How can this incident give us confidence as we approach the Father in prayer?

Catechism 2609: Once committed to conversion, the heart learns to pray in faith. Faith is a filial adherence to God beyond what we feel and understand. It is possible because the beloved Son gives us access to the Father. He can ask us to “seek” and to “knock,” since he himself is the door and the way.

Catechism 2610: Just as Jesus prays to the Father and gives thanks before receiving his gifts, so he teaches us filial boldness: “Whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you receive it, and you will.” Such is the power of prayer and of faith that does not doubt: “all things are possible to him who believes.” Jesus is as saddened by the “lack of faith” of his own neighbours and the “little faith” of his own disciples as he is struck with admiration at the great faith of the Roman centurion and the Canaanite woman.

