CCC REFERENCES – 24 GREAT ADVENTURE SERIES
QUESTIONS


SESSION 14 – DIVIDED KINGDOM PART 2





C. Take a Deeper Look

6. Think About it: The Davidic kingdom may have been flawed, but it was established by God and becomes in some ways a model for the heavenly kingdom, the Church. Several places in 1 and 2 Kings mention the office of a steward or vicar in charge of the king’s palace and properties. Much like a prime minister of today, he was second only to the king in power and authority and acted with the king’s authority in his absence.
b. What community do you see between the Old Testament office and the office of the papacy?

#552 – Simon Peter holds the first place in the college of the Twelve, Jesus entrusted a unique mission to him.  Through a revelation from the Father, Peter had confessed: “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Our Lord then declared to him: “You are Peter and upon this rock I will build my Church and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.” Christ, the “living stone,” thus assures his Church, built o n Peter, of victory over the powers of death. Because of the faith he confessed Peter will remain the unshakeable rock of the Church. His mission will be to keep this faith from every lapse and to strengthen his brothers in it.
#553 – Jesus entrusted a specific authority to Peter: “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” The “power of the keys” designates authority to govern the house of God, which is the Church. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, confirmed this mandate after his Resurrection: “Feed my sheep.” The power to “bind and loose” connotes the authority to absolve sins, to pronounce doctrinal judgments and to make disciplinary decisions in the Church. Jesus entrusted this authority to the Church through the ministry of Peter, the only one to whom he specifically entrusted the keys of the kingdom.
