CCC REFERENCES – 24 GREAT ADVENTURE SERIES





QUESTIONS



SESSION 17 – MACCABEAN REVOLT



Take a Deeper Look


ARTICLE 11

“I BELIEVE IN THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY”

5.a.
According to the narrative, what enabled these brothers and their mother to stand steadfast in the face of such cruelty?

#988 – The Christian Creed – the profession of our faith in God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and in God’s creative, saving and sanctifying action – culminates in the proclamation of the resurrection of the dead on the last day and in life everlasting.

#989 – We firmly believe, and hence we hope that, just as Christ is truly risen from the dead and lives for ever, so after death the righteous will live for ever with the risen Christ and He will raise them up on the last day. Our resurrection, like His own, will be the work of the Most Holy Trinity:


If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who 
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 
through His Spirit who dwells in you. 

#990 – The term “flesh” refers to man in his state of weakness and mortality. The “resurrection of the flesh” (the literal formulation of the Apostles’ Creed) means not only that the immortal soul will live on after death, but that even our “mortal body” will come to life again.
#991 – Belief in the resurrection of the dead has been an essential element of the Christian faith from its beginnings. “The confidence of Christians is the resurrection of the dead, believing this we live.”

How can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there 
is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; if Christ has not 
been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain….But in fact 
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen 
asleep.

I.
 CHRIST’S RESURRECTION AND OURS

The progressive revelation of the Resurrection

#992 – God revealed the resurrection of the dead to His people progressively. Hope in the bodily resurrection of the dead established itself as a consequence intrinsic to faith in God as creator of the whole man, soul and body. The creator of heaven and earth is also the one who faithfully maintains His covenant with Abraham and his posterity. It was in this double perspective that faith in the resurrection came to be expressed. In their trials, the Maccabean martyrs confessed:


The King of the universe will raise us up to an everlasting renewal of life, 
because we have died for his laws. One cannot but choose to die at the 
hands of men and to cherish the hope that God gives of being raised again 
by him.
#993 – The Pharisees and many of the Lord’s contemporaries hoped for the resurrection. Jesus teaches it firmly. To the Sadducees who deny it he answers, “Is not this why you are wrong, that you know neither the scriptures nor the power of God?” Faith in the resurrection rests on faith in God who “is not God of the dead, but of the living.”

#994 – But there is more. Jesus links faith in the resurrection to His own person: “I am the Resurrection and the life.” It is Jesus himself who on the last day will raise up those who have believed in Him, who have eaten His body and drunk His blood. Already now in this present life He gives a sign and pledge of this by restoring some of the dead to life, announcing thereby His own Resurrection, though it was to be of another order. He speaks of this unique event as the “sign of Jonah,” the sign of the temple: He announces that He will be put to death but rise thereafter on the third day.

#995 – To be a witness to Christ is to be a “witness to His Resurrection,” to “(have eaten and drunk) with him after He rose from the dead.” Encounters will the risen Christ characterize the Christian hope of resurrection. We shall rise like Christ, with Him, and through Him.

#996 – From the beginning, Christian faith in the resurrection has met with incomprehension and opposition. “On no point does the Christian faith encounter more opposition than on the resurrection of the body.” It is very commonly accepted that the life of the human person continues in a spiritual fashion after death. But how can we believe that this body, so clearly mortal, could rise to everlasting life?
6.b.
What does the Catholic Church make of the practice of offering of prayers for the dead?

#957 – Communion with the saints. “It is not merely by the title of example that we cherish the memory of those in heaven; we seek, rather, that by this devotion to the exercise of fraternal charity the union of the whole Church in the Spirit may be strengthened. Exactly as Christian communion among our fellow pilgrims brings us closer to Christ, so our communion with the saints joins us to Christ, from whom as from its fountain and head issues all grace, and the life of the People of God itself.” 

We worship Christ as God’s Son; we love the martyrs as the Lord’s disciples and 
imitators, and rightly so because of their matchless devotion towards their king 
and master. May we also be their companions and fellow disciples!
#958 – Communion with the dead. “In full consciousness of this communion of the whole Mystical Body of Jesus Christ, the Church in its pilgrim members, from the very earliest days of the Christian religion, has honored with great respect the memory of the dead; and “because it is a holy and a wholesome thought to pray for the dead that they may be loosed from their sins” she offers her suffrages for them.” Our prayer for them is capable not only of helping them, but also of making their intercession for us effective.

III.
THE FINAL PURIFICATION, OR PURGATORY
#1030 – All who die in God’s grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified, are indeed assured of their eternal salvation, but after death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven.
#1031 – The Church gives the name Purgatory to this final purification of the elect, which is entirely different from the punishment of the damned. The Church formulated her doctrine of faith on Purgatory especially at the Councils of Florence and Trent. The tradition of the Church, by reference to certain texts of Scripture, speaks of a cleansing fire:


As for certain lesser faults, we must believe that, before the Final Judgment, 
there is a purifying fire. He who is truth says that whoever utters blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit will be pardoned neither in this age nor in the age to 
come. From this sentence we understand that certain offenses can be forgiven 
in this age, but certain others in the age to come.

#1032 – This teaching is also based on the practice of prayer for the dead, already mentioned in Sacred Scripture. “Therefore (Judas Maccabeus) made atonement for the dead, that they might be delivered from their sin.” From the beginning the Church has honored the memory of the dead and offered prayers in suffrage for them, above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, they may attain the beatific vision of God. The Church also commends almsgiving, indulgences, and works of penance undertaken on behalf of the dead:


Let us help and commemorate them. If Job’s sons were purified by their father’s 
sacrifice, why would we doubt that our offerings for the dead bring them some 
consolation? Let us not hesitate to help those who have died and to offer our 
prayers for them.
