CCC REFERENCES – 24 GREAT ADVENTURE SERIES





QUESTIONS



SESSION 19 – MESSIANIC FULFILLMENT PART 2



Take a Deeper Look 
Jesus Trains His Disciples 
2. b. How would you summarize what Jesus teaches about how we should pray?

ARTICLE 1

‘THE SUMMARY OF THE WHOLE GOSPEL”
1. AT THE CENTER OF THE SCRIPTURES
#2762 - After showing how the psalms are the principal food of Christian prayer and flow together in the petitions of the Our Father, St. Augustine concludes:


Run through all the words of the holy prayers (in Scripture), and I do not think 
that you will find anything in them that is not contained and included in the 
Lord’s Prayer.

#2763 – All the Scriptures – the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms – are fulfilled in Christ. The Gospel is this “Good News.” Its first proclamation is summarized by St. Matthew in the Sermon on the Mount; the prayer to our Father is at the center of this proclamation. It is in this context that each petition bequeathed to us by the Lord is illuminated:


The Lord’s Prayer is the most perfect of prayers…. In it we ask, not only for all 
the things we can rightly desire, but also in the sequence that they should be 
desired. This prayer not only teaches us to ask for things, but also in what 
order we should desire them.

#2764 – The Sermon on the Mount is teaching for life, the Our Father is a prayer; but in both the one and the other the Spirit of the Lord gives new form to our desires, those inner movements that animate our lives. Jesus teaches us this new life by His words; He teaches us to ask for it by our prayer. The rightness of our life in Him will depend on the rightness of our prayer.
II.
“THE LORD’S PRAYER”
#2765 – The traditional expression “the Lord’s Prayer” – oratio Dominica – means that the prayer to our Father is taught and given to us from Jesus is truly unique: it is “of the Lord.” On the one hand, in the words of this prayer the only Son gives us the words the Father gave Him: He is the master of our prayer. On the other, as Word incarnate, He knows in His human heart the needs of His human brothers and sisters and reveals them to us: He is the model of our prayer.
#2766 – But Jesus does not give us a formula to repeat mechanically. As in every vocal prayer, it is through the Word of God that the Holy Spirit teaches the children of God to pray to their Father. Jesus not only gives us the words of our filial prayer; at the same time he gives us the Spirit by whom these words become in us “spirit and life.” Even more, the proof and possibility of our filial prayer is that the Father “sent the Spirit of His son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! Father!’ ” Since our prayer sets forth our desires before God, it is again the Father, “He who searches the hearts of men,” who “knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.” The prayer to Our Father is inserted into the mysterious mission of the Son and of the Spirit.

ARTICLE 3

THE SEVEN PETITIONS
#2803 – After we have placed ourselves in the presence of God our Father to adore and to love and to bless Him, the Spirit of adoption stirs up in our hearts seven petitions, seven blessings. The first three, more theologal, draw us toward the glory of the Father; the last four, as ways toward Him, commend our wretchedness to His grace. “Deep calls to deep.”

#2804 – The first series of petitions carries us toward Him, for His own sake: Thy name, Thy kingdom, Thy will! It is characteristic of love to think first of the one whom we love. In none of the three petitions do we mention ourselves,; the burning desire, even anguish, of the beloved Son for His Father’s glory seizes us: “hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done…” These three supplications were already answered in the saving sacrifice of Christ, but they are henceforth directed in hope toward their final fulfillment, for God is not yet all in all.

#2805 – The second series of petitions unfolds with the same movement as certain Eucharistic epicleses: as an offering up of our expectations, that draws down upon itself the eyes of the Father of mercies. They go up from us and concern us from this very moment, in our present world: “give us…forgive us…lead us not… deliver us….” The fourth and fifth petitions concern our life as such – to be fed and to be healed of sin; the last two concern our battle for the victory of life – that battle of prayer.

#2806 – By the three first petitions, we are strengthened in faith, filled with hope, and set aflame by charity. Being creatures and still sinners, we have to petition for us, for that “us” bound by the world and history, which we offer to the boundless love of God. For through the name of His Christ and the reign of His Holy Spirit, our Father accomplishes His plan of salvation, for us and for the whole world.

3.
 Knowing He would be leaving, Jesus prepared for His absence by training apostles to carry on after He was gone and by investing them with authority to rule in His place. By appointing twelve apostles to lead the twelve tribes of Israel, He reconstructed the kingdom around Himself. Read the following passages and note the kind of authority Jesus invested in them (some are taken from other gospels, to round out the picture):
“The keys of the kingdom” 
#553 – Jesus entrusted a specific authority to Peter: “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” The “power of the keys” designates authority to govern the house of God, which is the Church. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, confirmed this mandate after His Resurrection: “Feed my sheep.” The power to “bind and loose” connotes the authority to absolve sins, to pronounce doctrinal judgments, and to make disciplinary decisions in the Church. Jesus entrusted this authority to the Church through the ministry of the apostles and in particular through the ministry of Peter, the only one to whom he specifically entrusted the keys of the kingdom.

6. b.
 Jesus told these particular stories in answer to the Pharisees’ displeasure over His receiving tax collectors and sinners and eating with them. The Pharisees themselves were fastidious in their avoidance and condemnation of anything ‘unclean,” for fear of contamination. What different perspective did the stories provide? 

Note: the designation “unclean” was given to things like dead animals, sick people, Gentiles, certain foods, and social outcasts among Israel like tax collectors and sinners. It was a physical – as opposed to moral – state of being that disqualified people from participating in public worship.

III.
JESUS AND ISRAEL’S FAITH IN THE ONE GOD AND SAVIOR

#588 – Jesus scandalized the Pharisees by seating with tax collectors and sinners as familiarly as with themselves. Against those among them “who trusted to themselves that they were righteous and despised others,” Jesus affirmed: “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” He went further by proclaiming before the Pharisees that, since sin is universal, those who pretend not to need salvation are blind to themselves.
#589 – Jesus gave scandal above all when he identified His merciful conduct toward sinners with God’s own attitude toward them. He went so far as to hint that by sharing the table of sinners He was admitting them to the messianic banquet. But it was most especially by forgiving sins that Jesus placed the religious authorities of Israel on the horns of a dilemma. Were they not entitled to demand in consternation, “Who can forgive sins but god alone?” By forgiving sins Jesus either is blaspheming as a man who made himself God’s equal or is speaking the truth, and His person really does make present and reveal God’s name.
