CCC REFERENCES – 24 GREAT ADVENTURE SERIES





QUESTIONS



SESSION 21 – THE CHURCH – PART 1



Take a Deeper Look 
 2.a. What parallels do you find between the two events, and what is their significance?

The Church – prepared for in the Old Covenant
#761 – The gathering together of the People of God began at the moment when sin destroyed the communion of men with God, and that of men among themselves. The gathering together of the Church is, as it were, God’s reaction to the chaos provoked by sin. This reunification is achieved secretly in the heart of all peoples: “In every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable” to God.
2. b. Why did God send the Holy Spirit
The Church – revealed by the Holy Spirit
#767 – “When the work which the Father gave the Son to do on earth was accomplished, the Holy Spirit was sent on the day of Pentecost in order that He might continually sanctify the Church.” Then “the Church was openly displayed to the crowds and the spread of the gospel among the nations, through preaching, was begun.” As the “convocation” of all men for salvation, the Church in her very nature is missionary, sent by Christ to all the nations to make disciples of them.

#768 – So that she can fulfill her mission, the Holy Spirit “bestows upon (the Church) varied hierarchic and charismatic gifts, and in this way directs her.” “Henceforward the Church, endowed with the gifts of her founder and faithfully observing His precepts of charity, humility and self-denial, receives the mission of proclaiming and establishing among all peoples the Kingdom of Christ and of God, and she is on earth the seed and the beginning of that kingdom.”
4. a. What do you learn about the visible Church?
#765 – The Lord Jesus endowed His community with a structure that will remain until the Kingdom is fully achieved. Before all else there is the choice of the Twelve with Peter as their head. Representing the twelve tribes of Israel, they are the foundation stones of the new Jerusalem. The Twelve and the other disciples share in Christ’s mission and His power, but also in His lot. By all His actions, Christ prepares and builds His Church.
