CCC REFERENCES – 24 GREAT ADVENTURE SERIES





QUESTIONS



SESSION 4 – PATRIARCHS PART 1



C. TAKE A DEEPER LOOK

The Ultimate Sacrifice (Genesis 22)
6c.) Living Tradition: In Genesis 15, Abraham’s faith in God’s promise to give him descendants as numerous as the stars was exhibited in his belief. Now he is being asked to prove that belief by acting on it. What is the relationship between obedience and faith?




MAN’S RESPONSE TO GOD 

#143 – By faith, man completely submits his intellect and his will to God. With his whole being man gives his assent to god the revealer. Sacred Scripture calls this human response to God, the author of revelation, “the obedience of faith.”




ARTICLE 1 – I BELIEVE 
I. The Obedience of Faith

#144 – To obey (from the Latin ob-audire, “to hear or listen to”) in faith is to submit freely to the word that has been heard, because its truth is guaranteed by God, who is Truth itself. Abraham is the model of such obedience offered us by Sacred Scripture. The Virgin Mary is its most perfect embodiment.

Abraham – “father of all who believe”

#145 – The Letter to the Hebrews, in its great eulogy of the faith of Israel’s ancestors, lays special emphasis on Abraham’s faith: “By faith, Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place which he was to receive as an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was to go.” By faith, he lived as a stranger and pilgrim in the promised land. By faith, Sarah was given to conceive the son of the promise. And by faith Abraham offered his only son in sacrifice. 

#146 – Abraham thus fulfills the definition of faith in Hebrews 11:1: “Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen”. Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Because he was “strong in his faith,” Abraham became the “father of all who believe.”

#147 – The Old Testament is rich in witnesses to this faith. The Letter to the Hebrews proclaims its eulogy of the exemplary faith of the ancestors who “received divine approval.” Yet “God had forseen something better for us”: the grace of believing in His Son Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

III – The Characteristics of Faith

#154 – Believing is possible only by grace and the interior helps of the Holy Spirit. But it is no less true that believing is an authentically human act. Trusting in God and cleaving to the truths He has revealed is contrary neither to human freedom nor to human reason. Even in human relations it is not contrary to our dignity to believe what other persons tell us about themselves and their intentions or to trust their promises (for example, when a man and a woman marry) to share a communion of life with one another. If this is so, still less is it contrary to our dignity to “yield by faith the full submission of…intellect and will to God who reveals,” and to share in an interior communion with Him. 

#155 – In faith, the human intellect and will cooperate with divine grace: believing is an act of the intellect assenting to the divine truth by command of the will moved by God through grace.”

Faith and understanding





ARTICLE 1- In The Old Testament 
7. New Testament Connection: It was in giving up his son that Abraham became the father of the nation that would bless the world. In doing so, he was able to “share in the power of God’s love that saves the multitude”. What does Abraham’s act foreshadow, that God would ultimately do? Give as many parallels as you can between the two events.

#2572 – As a final stage in the purification of his faith, Abraham, “who had received the promises,” is asked to sacrifice the son God had given him. Abraham’s faith does not weaken (God Himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering.”), for he “considered that God was able to raise men even from the dead.” And so the father of believers is conformed to the likeness of the Father who will not spare His own Son but will deliver Him up for us all.” Prayer restores man to God’s likeness and enables him to share in the power of God’s love that saves the multitude.


