CCC REFERENCES – 24 GREAT ADVENTURE SERIES





QUESTIONS



SESSION 9 – CONQUEST AND JUDGES – PART 1
NO REFERENCES



SESSION 10 – CONQUEST AND JUDGES – PART 2
ARTICLE 3

Man’s Freedom 

#370 – God created man a rational being, conferring on him the dignity of a person who can initiate and control his own actions. “God willed that man should be left in the hand of his own counsel, so that he might of his own accord seek his Creator and freely attain his full and blessed perfection by cleaving to him.”

Man is rational and therefore like God; he is created with free will and is master over his acts.

 I. FREEDOM AND RESPONSIBILITY
#1731 – Freedom is the power, rooted in reason and will, to act or not to act, to do this or that, and so to perform deliberate actions on one’s responsibility. By free will one shapes one’s own life. Human freedom is a force for growth and maturity in truth and goodness; it attains its perfection when directed toward God, our beatitude.

#1732 – As long as freedom has not bound itself definitely to its ultimate good which is God, there is the possibility of choosing between good and evil, and thus of growing in perfection or of failing and sinning. This freedom characterizes properly human acts. It is the basis of praise or blame, merit or reproach.

#1733 – The more one does what is good, the freer one becomes. There is no true freedom except in the service of what is good and just. The choice to disobey and do evil is an abuse of freedom and leads to the “slavery of sin.”
#1734 – Freedom makes man responsible for his acts to the extent that they are voluntary. Progress in virtue, knowledge of the good, and ascesis enhance the mastery of the will over its acts.
#1735 – Imputability and responsibility for an action can be diminished or even nullified by ignorance, inadvertence, duress, fear, habit, inordinate attachments and other psychological or social factors.

#1736 – Every act directly willed is imputable to its author:


Thus the Lord asked Eve after the sin in the garden: “What is this that you have done?” He asked Cain the same question. The prophet Nathan questioned David in the same way after he committed adultery with the wife of Uriah and had him murdered.


An action can be indirectly voluntary when it results from negligence regarding something one should have known or done: for example, an accident arising from ignorance of traffic laws.

#1737 – An effect can be tolerated without being willed by its agent; for instance, a mother’s exhaustion from tending her sick child. A bad effect is not imputable if it was not willed either as an end or as a means of an action, e.g., a death a person incurs in aiding someone in danger. For a bad effect to be imputable it must be foreseeable and the agent must have the possibility of avoiding it, as in the case of manslaughter caused by a drunken driver.  
#1738 – Freedom is exercised in relationships between human beings. Every human person, created in the image of god, has the natural right to be recognized as a free and responsible being. All owe to each other this duty of respect. The right to the exercise of freedom, especially in moral and religious matters, is an inalienable requirement of the dignity of the human person. This right must be recognized and protected by civil authority within the limits of the common good and public order.
II. Human Freedom in the Economy of Salvation
#1739 – Freedom and Sin. Man’s freedom is limited and fallible. In fact, man failed. He freely sinned. By refusing God’s plan of love, he deceived himself and became a slave to sin. This first alienation engendered a multitude of others. From its outset, human history attests the wretchedness and oppression born of the human heart in consequence of the abuse of freedom.  
#1740 – Threats to freedom. The exercise of freedom does not imply a right to say or do everything. It is false to maintain that man, “the subject of this freedom,” is an individual who is fully self-sufficient and whose finality is the satisfaction of his own interests in the enjoyment of earthly goods. Moreover, the economic, social, political and cultural conditions that are needed for a just exercise of freedom are too often disregarded or violated. Such situations of blindness and injustice injure the moral life and involve the strong as well as the weak in the temptation to sin against charity. By deviating from the moral law man violates his own freedom, becomes imprisoned within himself, disrupts neighbourly fellowship, and rebels against divine truth.
#1741 - Liberation and salvation. By His glorious cross Christ has won salvation for all men. He redeemed them from the sin that held them in bondage.” For freedom Christ has set us free.” In Him we have communion with the “truth that makes us free.” The Holy Spirit has been given to us and, as the Apostle teaches, “Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.” Already we glory in the “liberty of the children of God.”

#1742 – Freedom and grace. The grace of Christ is not in the slightest way a rival of our freedom when this freedom accords with the sense of the true and the good that God has put it in the human heart. On the contrary, as Christian experience attests especially in prayer, the moral docile we are to the promptings of grace, the more we grow in inner freedom and confidence during trials, such as those we face in the pressures and constraints of the outer world. By the working of grace the Holy Spirit educates us in spiritual freedom in order to make us free collaborators in his work in the Church and in the world: 

Almighty and merciful God, in your goodness take away from all of us that 
is harmful, so that, made ready both in mind and body, we may freely 
accomplish your will.


IN BRIEF


 #1743 – “God willed that man should be left in the hand of his own 
counsel (cf. Sir 15:14), so that he might of his own accord seek his creator 
and freely attain his full and blessed perfection by cleaving to Him.”      
(GS 17, ~1)

#1744 - Freedom is the power to act or not to act, and so to perform 
deliberate acts of one’s own. Freedom attains perfections in its acts when 
directed to God, the sovereign God.


#1745 – Freedom characterizes properly human acts. It makes the human 
being responsible for acts of which he is the voluntary agent. His 

deliberate acts properly belong to him.


#1746 – The imputability or responsibility for an action can be diminished 
or nullified by ignorance, duress, fear and other psychological or social 
factors.

#1747 – The right to the exercise of freedom, especially in religious and 
moral matters, is an inalienable requirement of the dignity of man. But 
the exercise of freedom does not entail the putative right to say or do 
anything. 


#1748 – “For freedom Christ has set us free.” (Gal 5:1).
SEVEN CYCLES OF SIN AND DELIVERANCE

(Judges 3:7 – 16:31) 

6. Think About it: Human nature is no different today than it was then. All too easily we can find ourselves slipping into the same cycle of sin, servitude, supplication, salvation, and silence. What do we have available to us in the New Covenant that Israel did not have to help us break the cycle?




THE SEVEN SACRAMENTS OF THE CHURCH

#1210 – Christ instituted the sacraments of the new law. There are seven: Baptism, Confirmation (or Chrismation), the Eucharist, Penance, The Anointing of the Sick, Holy Order and Matrimony. The seven sacraments touch all the stages and all the important moments of Christian life: they give birth and increase, healing and mission to the Christian’s life of faith. There is thus a certain resemblance between the stages of natural life and the stages of the spiritual life.
#1211 – Following this analogy, the first chapter will expound the three sacraments of Christian initiation; the second, the sacraments of healing; and the third, the sacraments at the service of communion and the mission of the faithful. This order, while not the only one possible, does allow one to see that the sacraments form an organic whole in which each particular sacrament has its own vital place. In this organic whole, the Eucharist occupies a unique place as the “Sacrament of sacraments”: all the other sacraments are ordered to it as to their end.”
Chapter One – The Sacraments of Christian Initiation
#1212
 - The sacraments of Christian initiation – Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist - lay the foundations of every Christian life. “The sharing in the divine nature given to men through the grace of Christ bears a certain likeness to the origin, development and nourishing of natural life. The faithful are born anew by Baptism, strengthened by the sacrament of Confirmation, and receive in the Eucharist the food of eternal life. By means of these sacraments of Christian initiation, they thus receive in increasing measure the treasures of the divine life and advance toward the perfection of charity.”
ARTICLE 1 – The Sacrament of Baptism
#1213 – Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the spirit (vitae spiritualis ianua), and the door which gives access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as sons of God; we become members of Christ, are incorporated into the church and made sharers in her mission: “Baptism is the sacrament of regeneration through water in the word.”
ARTICLE 3 – The Sacrament of the Eucharist 
I. The Eucharist – Source and Summit of Ecclesial Life
#1325 – “The Eucharist is the efficacious sign and sublime cause of that communion in the divine life and that unity of the People of God by which the Church is kept in being. It is the culmination both of God’s action sanctifying the world in Christ and of the worship men offer to Christ and through Him to the Father in the Holy Spirit.”

II. Why a Sacrament of Reconciliation after Baptism? 

#1426 – Conversion to Christ, the new birth  of Baptism, the gift of the Holy Spirit and the Body and Blood of Christ received as food have made us “holy and without blemish,”  just as the Church herself, the Bride of Christ, is “holy and without blemish.” Nevertheless the new life received in Christian initiation has not abolished the frailty and weakness of human nature, nor the inclination to sin that tradition calls concupiscence, which remains in the baptized such that with the help of the grace of Christ they may prove themselves in the struggle of Christian life. This is the struggle of conversion directed toward holiness and eternal life to which the Lord never ceases to call us.

The sacrament of forgiveness 

#1446 – Christ instituted the sacrament of Penance for all sinful members of his Church: above all for those who, since Baptism, have fallen into grave sin, and have thus lost their baptismal grace and wounded ecclesial communion. It is to them that the sacrament of Penance offers a new possibility to convert and to recover the grace of justification. The Fathers of the Church present this sacrament as “the second plank (of salvation) after the shipwreck which is the loss of grace.”

ARTICLE 1 – The First Commandment 

I. “You shall worship the Lord your God and Him only shall you serve.”
#2085 – The one and true God first reveals His glory to Israel. The revelation of the vocation and truth of man is linked to the revelation of God. Man’s vocation is to make God manifest by acting in conformity with his creation “in the image and likeness of God.”


There will never be another God, Trypho, and there has been no other 
since the world began…than He who made and ordered the universe. We 
do not think that our God is different from yours. He is the same who 
brought your fathers out of Egypt “by His powerful hand and His 
outstretched arm.” We do not place our hope in some other god, for there 
is none, but in the same God as you do: the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. 
#2086 - “The first commandment embraces faith, hope and charity. When we say “God” we confess a constant unchangeable being, always the same, faithful and just, without any evil. It follows that we must necessarily accept His words and have complete faith in Him and acknowledge His authority. He is almighty, merciful and infinitely beneficent….Who could not place all hope in Him? Who could not love Him when contemplating the treasures of goodness and love he has poured out on us? Hence the formula God employs in the Scripture at the beginning and end of His commandments: I am the Lord.”

III. “You shall have no other gods before me” 

Idolatry

#2112 – The first commandment condemns polytheism. It requires man neither to believe in, nor to venerate, other divinities than the one true God. Scripture constantly recalls this rejection of “idols, (of) silver and gold, the work of men’s hands. They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see.” These empty idols make their worshippers empty: “Those who make them are like them; so are all who trust in them.” God, however is the “Living God” who gives life and intervenes in history. 
