CCC REFERENCES – 24 GREAT ADVENTURE SERIES
QUESTIONS


SESSION 3 – EARLY WORLD – PART 2 





A. Review the Context








III. Original Sin 
The consequences of Adam’s sin for humanity

#404 – How did the sin of Adam become the sin of all his descendants? The whole human race is in Adam “as one body of one man.” By this “unity of the human race” all men are implicated in Adam’s sin, as all are implicated in Christ’s justice. Still, the transmission of original sin is a mystery that we cannot fully understand. But we do know by Revelation that Adam had received original holiness and justice not for himself alone, but for all human nature. By yielding to the tempter, Adam and Eve committed a personal sin, but this sin affected the human nature that they would then transmit in a fallen state. It is a sin that will be transmitted by propagation to all mankind, that is, by the transmission of a human nature deprived of original holiness and justice. And that is why original sin is called “sin” only in an analogical sense: it is a sin “contracted” and not “committed” – a state and not an act.




C. Take a Deeper Look

6.  New Testament Connection:
The Church has long seen that God’s actions in the Old Testament prefigure what He one day will do through His son, Jesus Christ. The Old Testament figures are called “types” of the New. Think for a moment about the ark: A great vessel rides above the deathly waves of a flood and carries the righteous to safety. Can you think of a New Testament parallel, of which the ark is a type? What do the ark and the flood signify?




III – The Church is Catholic 
#845 – To reunite all His children, scattered and led astray by sin, the Father willed to call the whole humanity together in His Son’s church. The Church is the place where humanity must rediscover its unity and salvation. The Church is “the world reconciled.” She is that bark which “in the full sail of the Lord’s cross by the breath of the Holy Spirit, navigates safely in this world.” According to another image dear to the Church Fathers, she is prefigured by Noah’s ark, which alone saves from the flood.
“Outside the Church there is no salvation.”




ARTICLE 1 – The Sacrament of Baptism 



II. Baptism in the Economy of Salvation
Prefigurations of Baptism in the Old Covenant
#1219 – The Church has seen in Noah’s ark a prefiguring of salvation by Baptism, for by it “a few that is, eight persons, were saved through water”.

The waters of the great flood you made a sign of the waters of Baptism, that make an end of sin and a new beginning of goodness.




The Tower of Babel (Genesis 11)

8b.) Think About It: 
Have you ever wondered why God doesn’t just reach down and “wipe out the bad guys”? He did this once, and promised never to do it again. Why not? Why was that not the solution? What is it about Baptism and the Church that is more effective than the flood that prefigured them? 





ARTICLE 1





The Sacrament of Baptism 
#1213 ff. - Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the gateway to life in the Spirit (vitae spiritualis ianua), and the door that gives access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism we are freed from sin and reborn as sons of God; we become members of Christ, and become incorporated into the Church and made sharers in her mission: “Baptism is the sacrament of regeneration through water in the word.”


